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Fifth Annual Edition:

The real measures of a DePaul education are the accomplishments of its
alumni—not only professional successes, but creativity and satisfaction
in other facets of life. Each year, we call on members of the community,
including alumni, faculty, staff and friends, to nominate DePaul graduates
who distinguish themselves. We then choose 14 of them, with the goal of
representing schools and colleges across the university. The result is an

inspiring, interesting mix of people, professions and achievements.

We hope you'll enjoy the pages that follow and that you'll
write and tell us about yourself or other remarkable alumni.

E-mail us at depaulmag@depaul.edu.
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Sarah Kustok (CMN ’04)
Sportscaster
Comcast SportsNet Chicago

After Chicago White Sox pitcher Mark Buehrle threw a perfect game in July
2009, reporter Sarah Kustok asked, “Have you ever in your entire career
experienced something that feels quite like this?”

Now that she is a full-time anchor and reporter at Comcast SportsNet
Chicago, Kustok might ask herself that same question. “Originally, | thought |
would go into something in business, maybe accounting,” says Kustok. But a
DePaul communication course sparked a different passion. “| completely fell in
love with [broadcasting],” she says.

Growing up in Orland Park, Ill., Kustok was a standout athlete at Carl Sandburg
High School. At DePaul, she led the women'’s basketball team to back-to-back
NCAA Tournament appearances. She credits her time as a Blue Demon with
preparing her for the world of sportscasting. “On the court, you have to be ready
to adapt to game-changers, and that’s true in my job now. ... You never know
what someone’s going to say or when an ordinary day will end with a no-hitter.”

One thing Kustok did know was that she was determined to break into
television. After graduation, she worked weekends as a production runner for
ESPN while holding down a full-time graduate assistant position in DePaul’s
athletics media relations department. When a spot opened on the Blue Demons
women’s basketball staff, Kustok detoured from the broadcasting path to work
alongside her former coach, Doug Bruno.

The Blue Demons advanced to the Sweet Sixteen that year, and Kustok says
she feels lucky to have been part of that team. Still, she was anxious to continue
her broadcasting career, and when the season ended, she returned to reporting.
Freelance gigs for ESPN and FOX Chicago, plus part-time hosting for two
Comcast sports programs, put her back in the limelight. Then, just three years
after graduation, she landed the dream job she has now.

As a regular in the Chicago pro sports scene, Kustok still has to adjust to
the occasional “game-changer.” In 2009, she was charged with covering the
Chicago Blackhawks. Being unfamiliar with hockey meant she had to learn
the game in short order. Her quick study paid off when she was assigned
the Blackhawks beat again in 2010 in time to cover the team all the way to
its Stanley Cup victory.

What's next for Kustok? “Right now | am so fortunate to be working in one of
the best sports cities,” she says. “l just hope to keep learning as much as | can.”

Amin Al Arrayed (COM ’'04)
General Manager
First Bahrain Real Estate Development Co.

Amin Al Arrayed has learned a lot from the experience of others—enough to
create a new business with a sustainable future.

In his past experience as regional head of retail banking and creator of a
mortgage product at the Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait B.S.C. (BBK), he acquired
a strong credit background. “If you do it enough, you start to see patterns.
You've seen the products that have gone bad and what has worked,” he says.

Though he liked the job security, Al Arrayed’s entrepreneurial spirit couldn't
be contained within a large bank. Looking to advance his career, he found
DePaul's MBA program in Bahrain to be a great fit.

“Entrepreneurship was kind of the theme of the program, and that started
me thinking about taking that leap of faith and starting up something new.
| began to get excited about things other people were doing,” he says.

While working full time and starting a family, Al Arrayed completed his MBA
and left the bank to set up—with a BBK colleague—the first dedicated real
estate finance company in Bahrain. The company quickly became an award-
winning success.

In 2006, he had the opportunity to create First Bahrain Real Estate
Development Co. as general manager reporting to a board of directors. His
concept—warehouse space in Bahrain for small- to medium-sized enterprises—
blossomed into the Majaal project, which features a 60,000-square-meter state-
of-the-art industrial space used by tenants for light manufacturing and storage.
Majaal creates local jobs as well as advantages for its customers, which include
international companies, and may well become a model First Bahrain can
franchise to other countries.

One of Al Arrayed’s key hires was operations manager Daniel Taylor (COM
'04), whom he met when they teamed up to work on projects in their MBA
program. “The program has been a change agent in terms of meeting the people
who eventually would support me in my kind of entrepreneurial activity and also
in allowing me to gain the confidence to do the things that | did,” Al Arrayed says.

The future looks promising—and sustainable. The company’s core values
are based on Islamic finance principles, which require tangible assets along
with shared risk and ownership between borrower and lender. “The concept
of making money on funds or derivatives is seen as fundamentally very risky
and unproductive. Real estate is a tangible asset,” Al Arrayed says.





